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Q&A for Amplifying Community Voices in Marine Policy by Scottish Wildlife Trust

Links to methods, the project and report
Community Voice Method | Ocean emergency | Marine Conservation Society
Sea the Connection | Scottish Wildlife Trust
Oceans-of-Value-Communities-Workshop-Report-2023-2024.pdf 

Questions
1. Have you considered the use of AI to analyse qualitative results?
Large environmental impact through using AI - huge data servers, so unsure on what the future holds.

2. There are different political timescales and timescales to build relationships with communities. Climate is accelerating, how do you close the gap with the timescales so that people are included properly but also the demands are met on time?
· Utilise a person or network that already has recognition within those communities, or utilise the time at an event or gathering to gain community voices- you can tap into the network and understand the priorities of that network.
· Be in the spaces where people are.
· Provide benefits to those communities.
· Local context too- make the issue relevant to the group (e.g., flooding etc).

3. Going into starting the CVM, did you have any particular segments of the community that you were aware were 'against' SWT/the project/conservation? And if so, did you deal with them any differently, or did they cause any issues for you?
· Strong opinions in fishing/HPMA’s etc when starting the project, but engaged as early as possible, emphasised that there wasn’t an agenda, and the main purpose was to gain community insight.
· Wanted to emphasise relationships and listening to those communities. There will be a difference of opinion/stance, but it is to show the view and provoking conversations
· Be transparent and respectful.
· Don’t shy away from difficult conversations.

4. Have you done a survey on where and who the local communities are especially underrepresented groups and what interests them?
· Physically mapped everything out, where to coastal communities are, trusts, reserves, local community hubs etc. 
· Index on multiple deprivation, where there can be the most impactful. 
· Be where people are rather than creating events. 
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