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Welcome to the bumper summer edition of the Nature Champions Newsletter!

A particularly warm welcome to the newest MSP Nature Champions, Lorna Slater MSP (Northern

Damsel�y), Douglas Lumsden MSP (Golden Plover), Tim Eagle MSP (Merlin) and Joe FitzPatrick

MSP (Community Greenspace)!

In this Nature Champions Newsletter, you can catch up on all of the Nature Champions activity from

the past few months - from Motions to site visits - as well as hear a bit more from Scottish

Environment LINK members. In this issue, we highlight Scotland Loves Nature - a new joint

campaign from Scottish Environment LINK members that is calling for legal targets to restore

nature. We also feature articles from two LINK members, Bat Conservation Trust and the National

Trust for Scotland. Bat Conservation Trust make the case for their new ‘Manifesto for Bats’, whilst

National Trust for Scotland highlight the powerful coastal testimonies that make up the Our Seas

photographic exhibition - coming to a venue near you! We also celebrate Nature Champions being

awarded the NGO Impact Award at the 2024 CIEEM Awards in London, and the impact that MSPs

https://mailchi.mp/2f3d1e7b1660/nature-champions-summer-newsletter-2024?e=e7eb34d7be


have had in raising awareness of Scotland’s threatened species and habitats through the initiative

over the past 11 years.

These sunny (or, perhaps more accurately, less wet) days of the summer recess o�er some of the

best opportunities to encounter the bustling summer activity of many of Scotland’s species. From

the breathtakingly beautiful blooming machair of Na h-Eileanan Siar, to the arrival of darting swifts

who have travelled all the way from sub-Saharan Africa, we highly recommend taking a break from

the o�ce to enjoy the spectacle of these warm(er) days. If you’d like to go on a visit to see your

species or habitat before Parliament resumes in September, then I’m sure your Scottish

Environment LINK host member(s) would be delighted to organise this for you.

Thank you, as always, for your support and for being the voice for Scotland's threatened species and

habitats in the Scottish Parliament.

Andrew Marks

Nature Champions Coordinator

Scotland Loves Nature

Scottish Environment LINK has this month launched a new campaign calling on the Scottish

Government to bring forward legislation to protect nature. The campaign, Scotland Loves Nature,

is backed by 43 organisations, including RSPB Scotland, the Scottish Wildlife Trust, and WWF

Scotland.

The campaign is calling on the Scottish Government introduce a Natural Environment Bill to bring

in legal targets to restore nature. These targets would commit the Scottish Government to

preventing the extinction of wildlife and halting the decline of nature by 2030, and to make

signi�cant progress in restoring Scotland’s natural environment by 2045.



The health of Scotland’s natural environment has been in long-term decline, and today 1 in 9

species are threatened with extinction.

Ministers had previously committed to the proposed Bill, which has since been delayed. The

campaign groups are calling on the Scottish Government to include the Natural Environment Bill in

the upcoming Programme for Government, expected this September.

The campaign launch comes as a new opinion poll shows three quarters of Scots back legal nature

targets. The poll, conducted by Di�ey Partnership, found that 74% of people in Scotland support

legal targets to improve the natural environment, with only 11% opposed.

The Scotland Loves Nature campaign calls on the Scottish Government to:

Urgently introduce a Natural Environment Bill with legally binding nature recovery targets

Put funding in place to restore nature

Help communities to protect and restore their local environment

Find out more!

Nature Champions in Parliament

A Bee Bonanza! Not one, not two, but three of the Nature Champion #BeeTeam asked questions

regarding the welfare of wild bees as part of Portfolio Question Time in May. Click the image above

to hear from Nature Champions Graham Simpson MSP (Bilberry Bumblebee and the Ash), Alasdair

Allan MSP (Great Yellow Bumblebee) and Mark Ruskell MSP (Moss Carder Bee).

https://www.scotlandlovesnature.scot/
https://youtu.be/tqiUkOEZ_yo?feature=shared&t=886




The next step (or flap!) for bats in Scotland

From Harris to Haymarket and beyond, at least nine bat species make their home in Scotland, happily

munching billions of midges (and other insects) every year. We have strong networks of people

working to protect bats, including our six fantastic Nature Champions who advocate for our bat species

in the Scottish Parliament. Thousands of volunteers and bat groups help to monitor bats, raise

awareness and carry out vital research in their local areas to help bat conservation.



However, our bats have experienced historic declines that they are yet to recover from and threats like

climate change risk future declines. Lots of our environmental targets are not ambitious enough and

even those we have are in signi�cant danger of not being met.

In response, the Bat Conservation Trust published A Bat Conservation Manifesto in June to call for

action from all political parties to stop and reverse the declines of our bat and other wildlife

populations. Our �ve asks are:

Keep legal protection for all bat species and improve its implementation

Make all new development species-friendly

Deploy climate change mitigation in harmony with nature

Support long-term nature-friendly farming through agricultural schemes

Improve wildlife crime recording, investigation and prosecution

You can read our manifesto in full here, along with a toolkit of resources and information to help you

to con�dently engage on these issues.

We are encouraging any elected representatives, not just bat Nature Champions, to share these aims

for bats and other wildlife in the Scottish Parliament and elsewhere. If you would like to help but don’t

know where to start, please get in touch with Lil McDermaid (BCT’s Species Advocacy and Policy O�cer)

at LMcDermaid@bats.org.uk.

Lil McDermaid

Species Advocacy and Policy O�cer, Bat Conservation Trust

Coastal Testimonies

The Our Seas coalition is an alliance of over 140+ organisations campaigning for the instatement of a

modern inshore limit* to secure the environmental recovery of Scotland’s seas and the revival of

https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/biodiversity-policy-advocacy/bct-manifesto-and-local-politics-toolkit
mailto:LMcDermaid@bats.org.uk?subject=null&body=null
https://www.ourseas.scot/
https://www.ourseas.scot/


sustainable inshore �sheries.

The Our Seas coalition recently commissioned and curated the Coastal Testimonies Project, which is a

collection of video and portrait testimonies from the people who work, use and live by Scotland’s seas.

In 2023 photographer Katerina Barvirova visited people from all eleven Scottish marine regions,

including coastal businesses, commercial �shermen, sea anglers, politicians, scientists and community

groups, to record their experiences, concerns, ideas and hopes for our marine and coastal spaces.

The testimonies Katerina captured will be exhibited at events across Scotland. Each event will provide

space for open, collaborative dialogue and the project aims to bring together everyone with a stake in

Scotland’s seas.  

The project launched in mid-July with an event in Eyemouth. The weekend-long event o�ered visitors

the opportunity to learn about Scotland’s seas and coasts, and to share the hope for environmental

recovery via talks, nature walks, seaweed workshops, marine crafts and the photography exhibition.

Highlights included a workshop for teenagers and an evening reception to o�cially launch the project.

The exhibition will now tour Scotland with future dates and locations TBA - keep an eye on your

inbox for an invite to the exhibition when it comes to your constituency.

* The Our Seas Coalition is advocating for a modern inshore limit, which would protect sensitive

inshore waters from environmental damage and safeguard low impact �shing. A modern limit would

be �exible to account for local seabed conditions and �sheries.

Rebecca Millar

Policy O�cer, National Trust for Scotland
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Nature Champions Site Visits!

https://www.ourseas.scot/coastal-testimonies/




CIEEM NGO Impact Award 2024

We were absolutely delighted to be presented

with the NGO Impact Award at the 2024 CIEEM

Awards in London!

The Chartered Institute for Ecology and

Environmental Management (CIEEM) Awards

Luncheon took place on Friday 28th June at

Leonardo Royal Hotel Tower Bridge, London,

and celebrated the achievements of individuals,

projects and organisations in the ecology and

environmental management sector.

Nature Champions was recognised for its

commitment to engaging MSPs from all political

parties and promoting active involvement in

environmental conservation.

We want to say an enormous thank you to all

MSP Nature Champions past and present for

your ongoing support and for being a voice for

nature in the Scottish Parliament!

Find out more!

https://cieem.net/about-cieem/cieem-awards/2024-awards/


Scottish Environment LINK would like to thank each Nature Champion for your support

and for being the voice for Scotland's threatened species and habitats in the Scottish

Parliament.

Scottish Environment LINK is the forum for Scotland's voluntary
environment community, with over 40 member bodies representing a
broad spectrum of environmental interests with the common goal of

contributing to a more environmentally sustainable society.
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