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Vote for Nature: The Wildlife Proclamation
Candidates for the 2016 Scottish Parliament elections are being invited to show
that they value nature by signing the Wildlife Proclamation.
The Wildlife Proclamation reads,
"Scotland's wildlife, habitats and landscapes are of great importance.
Investment in nature, in all its colour, variety and vitality, underpins
Scotland's cultural and economic future and resilience to climate change.
If elected I undertake to work to restore Scotland’s nature."
Candidates who sign the Proclamation can support nature in a range of ways if
elected as MSPs. They will, for example, be invited to become a Species
Champion, visit their species in the wild, ask parliamentary questions, propose and
support motions, and raise awareness of one particular species in parliament and
the community.
Deborah Long, Head of Plantlife Scotland, said, “The next parliament will have a
crucial role in ensuring that Scotland meets its biodiversity targets in 2020. At
present, not enough is being done to protect our woodlands and uplands,
peatlands, seas and other unique habitats of global importance from overexploitation, pollution and climate change.
“The Wildlife Proclamation ensures that each candidate is aware before they are
elected of the value of our nature for our economy, our health, our welfare, and in
its own right.”
Craig Macadam, Director of Buglife Scotland, said, “Everyone can play a role in
ensuring that nature in our country is protected and cherished. It’s down to
individual voters to make sure the candidates standing in their constituency and
region know about the Wildlife Proclamation, and know why it’s important.
“The Wildlife Proclamation website has some great resources for raising its profile
on social media, or organising a Nature Café hustings event to ask your candidates
personally about their commitment to nature.”
Candidates can sign the Wildlife Proclamation, and voters can find resources to
encourage their candidates to sign, at at www.wildlifeproclamation.org.uk The
campaign is on twitter at @WildlifeProc or #WildlifeProclamation.
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Editors’ Notes
(1)

Scottish Environment LINK is the forum for Scotland's voluntary environment community, with over 35
member bodies representing a broad spectrum of environmental interests with the common goal of
contributing to a more environmentally sustainable society.
LINK is a Scottish Charity (SC000296) and a Scottish Company Limited by guarantee (SC250899). LINK is
core funded by Membership Subscriptions and by grants from Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Government
and Charitable Trusts.
www.scotlink.org

(2) The following members of Scottish Environment LINK support the Wildlife
Proclamation: Buglife, Plantlife, Froglife, Butterfly Conservation Trust, Whale and
Dolphin Conservation Trust, RSPB, Bat Conservation Trust, Bumblebee
Conservation Trust, Badenoch and Strathspey Conservation Group, Amphibian and
Reptile Conservation
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