Report to LINK Trustees:
Ministerial Meeting with ‘G6’:   16 March 2010

Present:

Scottish Government (SG):   Roseanna Cunningham; John Mason; Ian Hooper

G6:     Richard Dixon(WWF); Stuart Housden (RSPB); Terry Levinthal (NTS);    Duncan McLaren (FOES); Simon Milne (SWT); Helen Zealley (LINK).

Main Items discussed
1. Climate Change Act
G6:
 SH, on behelf of G6, reported positive support for SG and offered help with public campaigning.  RD also made reference to positive support from Stop Climate Chaos (SCC) – recognising that there may at times be disagreement over specific policies.  He stressed the need for the reporting of progress on annual targets from the beginning, even though there is recognition that 3% is unlikely to be achieved in the first year.  DMcL would be meeting separately with John Swinney re targets, aviation and shipping and carbon credits.

RC:
welcomed the offer of help from LINK and SCC members; reminded us that she is not the Climate Change Minister;  and referred to collective action re CC by SG putting pressure on others e.g. EU.   She also referred to having been at a recent EU Environment Council meeting where she was disappointed by the apparent dis-connection between action on biodiversity and green jobs.
2. Sustainable Land Use Strategy
G6:
SH indicated recognition that this is a challenging issue which will have implications for existing strategies and will need to incorporate urban land use and transport to ensure it is comprehensive.   He suggested the importance of looking at ‘good examples’;  DMcL referred to a ‘system modelling’  approach to land use planning being used in Wales;  SM/DMcL empahsised the critical role of peatland and trees.

RC:
accepted the need for a comprehensive strategy, but stressed that the biggest arguments relate to ‘rural’ land use.  She reminded us that key drivers include ‘food security’ and ‘energy security’ and that SG is moving from biodiversity to a ‘values-based eco-system approach to species protection.  She referred again to the EU Environment Council meeting commenting that , in relation to soil, there had been no reference to its role in sequestratation – only to ‘cleaning up’.   
She is hoping to arrange for the new EU Commissioner to visit Scotland.
3. Marine Act

G6:
More congratulations of SG with a request for a timetable of ‘what next’?

RC:
reported that:


*
there will be a statement for defining MPAs later this month – with 



all details subject to consultation


*
consultation will begin in the summer over the boundaries and a

licencing regime with policies to be agreed by spring 2011


*
nature conservation will be included by 2012


*
Historic Scotland will develop a strategy by 2011 for scheduled wrecks etc


*
a draft new licence system for seals will be developed by summer 2010

G6:
stressed the very positive opportunities for Scotland;  the potential synergies between food/energy/tourism;  the possible benefits to fish stock regeneration in areas where off-shore wind is developed; and the importance of land(island)/marine interaction.

RC:
is planning to visit Shetland and Orkney this summer
4. Green Economy

RC/JM:
Final version of a ‘discussion paper’ on transition to a ‘low carbon economy’ will be launched very soon.

G6:
RD had seen the draft and expressed concern that, although it is a good start, its initiation by the economic department has resulted in a failure to recognise the value of jobs in food, tourism, and natural heritage – and that it is weak on housing.


RC:
stressed the need to comment on the discussion paper and acknowledged that SG is still not perfect at developing cross-cutting proposals.

JM:
indicated that work is being developed with PWC to link carbon accounting with financial accounting.

G6:
DMcL asked if there are plans for a Green Investment Bank and argued for a transformation at RBS, emphasising that they should re-direct their investment in Canadian tar sands to solar power generation in the Sahara.

JM:
reported that proposals will be launched this summer for a Scottish low carbon financing project.

5. Aarhus Convention and legal standing of NGOs
G6:
DMcL referred to Lord Gill’s finding and the need for clarification on the definition of ‘standing’ in terms of eligibility for costs arising from legal action.   He also referred to the difference in eligibility for legal aid between England and Scotland.

RC:
emphasised that the Cabinet Secretary for Justice is responsible for legal matters and encouraged us to make sure that he is aware of our concerns.  She also hinted that it is not always a good argument with this administration to compare Scotland unfavourably with England !!

G6: 
SH drew attention to the current case of a coal fired power application by ‘Ayrshire Power’ which encroaches on an SSI.

6. GM crops

To be the subject of a separate meeting with relevant stakeholders
