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MPA fisheries decision signals new era for Scottish seas 

In response to the Scottish Government’s announcement about fisheries management in inshore Marine 

Protected Areas and Special Areas of Conservation 

Environmental organisations have today welcomed the Scottish Government’s announcement on managing 

fishing within Scotland’s network of marine protected areas (MPAs). The MPAs include some of the most 

vulnerable marine wildlife sites in Europe and some of the 30 areas designated in the summer of 2014 to 

protect a range of habitats and species including flameshell beds and the common skate. However, until 

now the areas have been at risk of potentially irreversible damage from some fishing activities. The new 

proposals for fisheries management in the MPAs will help move the most damaging activities away from 

sensitive habitats.   

Calum Duncan, Convenor of Scottish Environment LINK’s Marine Taskforce and Head of 
Conservation Scotland for Marine Conservation Society said: "Marine protected areas are a vital tool 
for protecting and restoring the health of our seas. These management proposals for inshore MPAs and 
SACs are the result of discussions we have been engaged in for over five years. We welcome the 
proposals as the first step toward protecting many important areas, enabling ecological recovery and 
helping to secure healthier Scottish seas for future generations, although concerns remain about some 
places where bottom-towed fishing will still be permitted.These nature conservation measures must also be 
part of a broader and more progressive approach to spatial management of fisheries throughout our seas. 
We now need to continue working with all stakeholders to ensure MPAs fulfil their promise of recovering 
Scotland’s sea life, both for its intrinsic value and for broader public benefit.”  
 
Stuart Housden, Director of RSPB Scotland said: "The Scottish Government are showing significant 

leadership with these proposals. By protecting the most important areas of our seas we will not only protect 

the fantastic marine life we have - species like fireworks sea anemone and maerl - but it will also allow a 

recovery so that all wildlife and fish populations benefit helping address the needs of conservation and 

people. Though we are pleased to see these proposals, we also note the absence of similar areas to 

protect our internationally important seabirds and harbour porpoise. We hope that Scottish government will 

act to protect these species at sea in order to meet its international commitments and provide a healthy 

environment for all." 

ENDS 

For more information, contact: 

Nick Underdown 

Email: nick@scotlink.org 

Tel: 07726362727 

 

Notes/links for editors: 

The Scottish Government’s news release: http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Conservation-and-

communities-key-to-MPA-plan-20a3.aspx  

Scottish Environment LINK's marine taskforce - a coalition of environmental charities campaigning to 

protect and recover Scotland's seas – comprises the following nine organisations: Hebridean Whale & 

Dolphin Trust, Marine Conservation Society, National Trust for Scotland, Royal Zoological Society of 

Scotland, RSPB Scotland, Scottish Ornithologists' Club, Scottish Wildlife Trust, WWF Scotland, Whale & 

Dolphin Conservation (http://www.scotlink.org/public/work/taskforce.php?id=7) The members’ campaign for 
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effective marine planning and well-managed Marine Protected Areas can be accessed via 

http://www.savescottishseas.org  

http://www.savescottishseas.org/

